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districts of Munster and even of Leinster; it created for a
time almost a Reign of Terror; and it formed the peculiar type
of agrarian disorder, which has agitated Ireland ever since, at
different intervals of time. The " Whiteboys," like the u Ca-
misards" of the Cevennes, appeared at night, in white shirts, in
multitudes; the grievances they denounced were the enclosure
of common Iands3 extravagant rents, and the ^P^^T^l6*
and they combined into an organisation of such sltrengffi tnat,
to a great extent, they effected their objects. The Jaw and the
power of the state were confronted by the law and the power
of secret societies, drawing the peasantry together into a huge
League; and the mandates of this were steadily carried out
by outrages of all kinds, and by deeds of blood and violence.
The ** Whiteboys" were only slowly put down; a Draconic
Code, still in force, was required to crush them; and, as we
have said, combinations of this sort, connected with and
springing from the land, have never since ceased to exist
in Ireland. The " Whiteboy" movement does not appear to
have been in a true sense rebellious, or to have had a
political object; but this, we have remarked, has sometimes
been an end of Irish agrarian outbreaks; it is enough to refer
to the history of Ireland within the last few years.
We may follow the course of Irish History, after the
accession of George III to the throne, more closely than we
have followed it of late. An incident had just occurred before,
which proved the change that Protestant Ireland was going
through, since the colonial caste had become Irishmen. The
commercial restrictions imposed on Ireland had caused a
movement to arise in the reign of Anne, in favour of a Union
with England, which, like the Scottish Union, might secure a
free trade; but this failed owing to English commercial
jealousy. The project was revived in 1759, perhaps with the
approbation of the first Pitt; but it provoked such indignation
that it was quickly dropped Another incident in the following